There is no highland in any of the islands ; their general elevation above the sea-level is seldom greater than between 20 and ?30 feet; the highest point in the whole group does not exceed 300 feet. The prevailing rock consists mainly of a calcareous sandstone, very porous, and generally so soft as to be easily cut with a handsaw. The soil is very scanty on the hills; but in the hollows it is sometimes two or three feet deep, and very fertile.
There are marshes of considerable extent on the main island ; the water in them is always more or less salt; it rises and falls with the tide, showing its connection with the sea. Theie aie no fresh-water springs anywhereconsequently, rain-water is universally made use of for drinking and culinary purposes.
It is collected from the roofs of the houses, and stored in underground cisterns, which are often in dangerous proximity to cesspits. The greatest rainfall is in July, August, and Reviews.
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The mortality among tlie civil population, including the mercantile marine, in these three years was respectively 237, 138, 
